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"+ Puppy Tails

As the moon goes to bed,
the sun comes up
And here we meet a sleepy pup,
Who was walking through
G-ville one bright sunny day,
Then saw The Villager
and decided to stay.

The rain pitter-pattered on
the windowpane as Doodle Dog
looked out at the dewy, misty
morning. With his paws up on
the windowsill, he could see up
the street this way and down the
street that way, watching the people
of the town on their morning
routines. There was the lady in
jogging shorts and a T-shirt, her
hair pulled back against the wet
drops falling from the clouds as
the tiny speakers in her ears let
her ignore the world. There was
the man in a business suit holding
a dark umbrella, pacing back and
forth, nervously checking his
watch as he seemed to be having
a conversation with a curvy black
object sticking out of his ear rather
than making small talk about the
weather with the other man sitting
on a bench and quietly enjoying
a morning cup of coffee. There
were the shopkeepers opening
their window shades and turning
their signs to “OPEN” undoubtedly
hoping today’s sales would be
better than yesterday. Doodle Dog
hoped the door would open soon
for the delivery man carrying too
many boxes and forced to stand in
therain until someone remembered
to let him in.

Doodle Dog continued to
watch as everyone went about their
ordinary mornings. But today was
not an ordinary morning and the
little floppy-eared puppy waited
patiently to see the reason why
it wasn’t.

Soon enough, out of the front
doors of most of the houses up the
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street this way and down the street
that way, came the little children
of the town. The gloomy gray of
the morning brightened by their
colorful backpacks, fresh and
clean for a hopeful start of a brand
new school year, as they carefully
followed the pathway out of each
of their houses, across each of
their yards, and met on the main
sidewalk that connected them all
together. Just at that moment, the
slow drizzle stopped and Doodle
Dog knew this was his chance to
venture out before the children
would be off to school. Little kids
were his favorite humans of all
—they always had time to give him
apat or ahug and they were always
more interested in swinging on
swings or hanging from monkey
bars or playing chase or fetch and
catch with pets than they were in
spending time with one of those
stressful little robots that bigger
humans seemed to love so much.
He excitedly made his way
to the bus stop, carefully weaving
in and out between all the little
legs. All summer Doodle Dog
remembered how his tiny human
friends would wiggle their bare
toes as they ran around in the cool,
soft grass of the playground park.
But now Doodle Dog could smell
the fresh rubber of the bright new
shoes that covered up the little feet
and he knew that was a sign that
summer was almost over. As he
stepped through the small crowd,
he happily wagged his tail to let the
childrenknow he was a friendly dog
and wouldn’t bite. Not every dog
on the sidewalk likes to be around
kids, but Doodle Dog sure does!
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Many of the children he knew from
the park and some patted him on
the top of his head as he went by.
Onelittle girl looked quite nervous
to be going to school, so Doodle
Dog circled around her and gently
nudged her hand with his nose to
make her giggle.

Through the excited chatter
of the older children, Doodle Dog
could hear a loud noise coming
downthe streetand growing louder
as it came closer. The school bus
reminded Doodle Dog of a giant
bumblebee, with its bright yellow
body and black markings. As it
pulled to a stop near the group, the
driver pulled a lever to open the
door, and the little kids with their
colorful backpacks and bright new
shoes filed into aline and piled into
the big yellow bus. Some of them
leaned out the windows to wave at
Doodle Dog and he wagged his tail
to return the greeting. And then,
as the little floppy-eared puppy
watched from the sidewalk, the
big yellow bus with all of his little
summer friends drove up the street
in the direction of the school. As it
disappeared over the hill, Doodle
Dog turned back in the direction
of the office. He has lots of places
to go and things to learn while
his friends are in school, but no
matter what, he’ll make sure to be
there to greet them when they all
come home!
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“My husband and I enjoy
feeding the squirrels peanuts in the
shell. Werecently bought salted ones
and my niece told me it wasn’t safe to
give them salted ones. Is that true?”
The Newton Falls Public Library
staff understands people wanting to
make sure they are giving animals
proper foods.

Thelibrary’s copy of Squirrels:
a wildlife handbook by Kim Long
had a great deal of interesting
information including the favorite
foods of different kinds of squirrels.
Unfortunately it did not address the
issue of salted nuts.

We visited the website of
the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR). The section on
squirrels did nothave the information
we needed, so we telephoned them.
While waiting we listened to bird
sounds and their identification.
When we spoke with an individual,
we were told that they “recommend
not feeding wildlife.”

Continuing our online search,
the website, Black Mouth Cur
[www.blackmouthcur.com/
Gray%?20Squirrels.htm] had
the following pertaining to gray
squirrels: “The amount of salt a
squirrel requires can be easily
obtained in its diet and the extra
amount of salt . . . can affect its
heart, raises the blood pressure and
increases its pulse. This tends to
shorten a squirrel’s lifespan. This
is not too dissimilar to salt’s effects
on a human.”

AvianWeb.com has an entire
section titled Attracting to &
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Controlling Squirrels in Your
Garden [www.avianweb.com/
attractingsquirrels.html]. Withinare
several paragraphs about peanuts.
While a good source of protein, the
site discourages feeding raw peanuts
to animals because it often contains
“aflatoxin, a fungal toxin. Aflatoxin
is carcinogenic and causes liver
damage in birds, squirrels and other
animals -- even humans.” Roasting
can reduce the toxin but does not
eliminate it. “Also, raw peanuts and
otherlegumescontaina...substance
thatinhibits or prevents the pancreas
from producing trypsin, an enzyme
essential for the absorption of
protein by the intestine. . . Squirrels
fed a steady diet of raw peanuts,
soybeans, other legumes, and sweet
potatoes could easily develop severe
malnutrition. . . According to the
Washington State Cooperative
Extension Service, roasting hulled
raw peanuts for 20 to 30 minutes
at 300 degrees Fahrenheit, stirring
them frequently, will destroy the
trypsin inhibitor and render them
suitable for feed. If that sounds like
a lot of work, buy roasted peanuts
butbe sure they aren’t salted. (Salted
nuts of any kind should never be fed
to wild animals.)”

We passed the information on
to our patron so she could determine
what they would choose to feed their
backyard wildlife. For answers to
your questions, visit the Newton
Falls Public Library, 204 S. Canal
Street, Newton Falls or phone 330-
872-1282.
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1. FOUR ROTTEN DAYS - The 4 worst days on a total return basis
for the S&P 500 during calendar year 2011 (so far) have occurred in
the last 2 weeks. The S&P 500 lost 2.6% on 8/02/11, dropped 4.8%
on 8/04/11, fell 6.6% on 8/08/11 and then tumbled 4.4% on 8/10/11.
In fact, the stock index hasn’t had a single trading day as bad as
any of those 4 down days since 8/11/10 when the S&P 500 lost
2.8%. Ironically, the 2 best days for the stock index in 2011 (so far)
also took place in the last 2 weeks. The S&P 500 is an unmanaged
index of 500 widely held stocks that is generally considered repre-
sentative of the US stock market (source: BTN Research).

2. EXTREMES THIS YEAR (SO FAR) - The best and the worst trading
days for the S&P 500 during calendar year 2011 (so far) happened
on consecutive trading days last week. The stock index fell 6.6%
on Monday (8/08/11) but rebounded with a +4.7% gain on Tuesday
(8/09/11). Both returns are total return calculations including the
impact of reinvested dividends (source: BTN Research).

3. EXTREMES LAST YEAR - The best and the worst trading days for
the S&P 500 during calendar year 2010 (i.e., last year) happened 10
days apart (source: BTN Research).

4. FOOD ON THE TABLE - 45.8 million Americans receive food
stamps today, an all-time record. That represents 1 out of every 7
Americans. The official name of the Food Stamps program is the
“Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program” or SNAP (source:
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