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"¢ Puppy Tails

MiaLie T. Szymanski

As the moon goes to bed,
the sun comes up
And here we meet a sleepy pup,
Who was walking through
G-ville one bright sunny day,
Then saw The Villager
and decided to stay.

Strrrrrrrrretch!
Yaaaaaaaawn! Doodle Dog lazily
rolled over onto his back and
reached his furry paws up toward
the bright blue sky before wrapping
himself back into a fuzzy ball
curled up at the base of the grassy
knoll. The purple and orange and
pink flowers surrounded him as
he slept, but Doodle Dog paid no
mind to them as he continued to
snooze. As the warm sun rose over
the knoll, glistening in the dew
drops on the thousands of tiny soft
blades making the green carpet,
Doodle Dog flopped sideways and
stretched again. He slowly opened
one eye to peek at the morning, but
immediately decided the morning
would come whether he was awake
enough to see it or not and closed
his eye again.

One of the colorful butterflies
floating from flower to flower and
blade of grass to blade of grass
came nearer and nearer to the
sleeping floppy-eared puppy with
every flower and blade of grass it
touched. Soon the butterfly was
so close to Doodle Dog that it
landed on Doodle Dog’s nose, as
lightly as a soft wisp of wind. The
breeze made by the butterfly’s tiny
wings gently woke up the snoozing
Doodle Dog and he again opened
one eye and this time the other one
too. Hello, new friend! Doodle Dog
looked at the beautiful blues and
purples onthe butterfly’s wings, the
colors the same as if the butterfly
was simply a piece of the morning
sky that had dropped down to the
earth.

As Doodle Dog stretched his
legs and his paws and shook his
floppy ears and the rest of himself
awake, the butterfly caught a ride
on a quick gust of wind going
by and started floating off in the
direction of the grassy knoll.
Doodle Dog scampered after the
butterfly, curious about where the
compact colorful creature might
see fit to spend the day.

The floppy-eared puppy
followed the butterfly past the
grassy knoll and through the
meadow, weaving through blades
of grass, stems of flowers and lots
and lots of bushes and brambles
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short and tall, until they came
to the sidewalk that would lead
through the neighborhood between
where the grassy knoll and all
its creatures lived and the main
part of town where all the stores
and shopkeepers lived. Some of
the creatures that lived in the
neighborhood were out enjoying
the spring weather: cats and dogs
were taking naps on sunny porches,
children were playing in their yards
with bright toys as colorful as the
flowers on the knoll, and the bigger
humans were in their driveways
doing the usual chores that warm
weather brings.

Doodle Dog noticed the cats
and dogs and children and bigger
humans, buthe didn’thave achance
to greet them as he continued to
follow the butterfly as it traveled
on the wind, sometimes floating,
sometimes zipping through the
air as the breeze changed its path.

Just up ahead, a man was
washing his car, the blue paint
all shiny and clean reflecting the
sun like the clear lake with its
sparkling waves that Doodle Dog
liked to splash in when the weather
turned from warm spring to hot
summer. The man was rinsing
his car with a garden hose, and
the water sprayed out into a giant
fan over the car, the driveway and
the sidewalk where Doodle Dog
and the butterfly were wandering.
Doodle Dog dashed through
the wet sprinkles, the droplets
dampening his fur, and the butterfly
flitted through the spraying dew
drops, landing on one watery bead
and then the next as they made
a temporary glistening rainbow
over the sidewalk. Doodle Dog
shook his wet fur and continued
along, chasing the butterfly as it
meandered through the air.

Nottoo far down the sidewalk,
a lady was standing on her porch
shaking a rug back and forth over
therailing. A cloud of powdery dirt
made the air over her front yard

brown with whatever dust bunnies
had been hiding in her rug, and
the dust bunnies hopped all the
way over the porch, the grass and
the sidewalk where Doodle Dog
and the butterfly were wandering.
ACHOO! Some of the dust bunnies
stuck to the water droplets on
Doodle Dog’s coat, but he shook
his dusty fur and continued
along, chasing the butterfly as it
meandered through the air.

At the last house before the
pair would make it into town, it
appeared someone had recently
mown their yard. The lawn was nice
and neat with even lines cut from
one end to the next. Rows of freshly
planted flowers added nice and neat
strips of color matching the lines
of grass. But on the edges of the
yard, mounds of grass clippings
were piled nice and neat. Nice and
neat, that is, until a gust of wind
carrying a colorful little butterfly
breezed through, picking up the
grass clippings and scattering
them over the flowers, the mown
lines and the sidewalk where a
floppy-eared puppy was wandering
after his new fluttery friend. The
butterfly floated from flying blade
of grass to flying blade of grass,
but as Doodle Dog tried to race
away from them, he found himself
plopping right into another pile of
clippings in his path. With his fur
already wet and dusty, it was now
very, very green and grassy. But
no matter... Doodle Dog picked
himselfup and continued to follow
the butterfly flitting from flower to
flower and blade of grass to blade
of grass, this spiky green ball
with floppy ears and furry green
paws leaving a trail of drips on the
sidewalk, dustinthe airbehind him,
and pieces of clipped grass wafting
out onto the path in front of him!
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This weather has been amazing
and to think that summer isn’t
even here yet! The next couple of
weeks will be filled with parties,
graduations and weddings. Many
people are looking for something
different to serve at their parties.
They love wine but after abusy (and
extremely hot) summer, sometimes
wine just doesn’t cut it. What does
one do in an extreme case like
this??? Turn to Sangria of course.

Sangria, or wine punch, is a
great way to entertain large groups
or just cool off by the pool. All you
need is a punch bowl, some wine,
some fruit, a carbonated drink and
another liqueur. Sangria is sold in
bottles today buthomemade Sangria
tends to be a lot more exciting and
you have the option of adding/
subtracting as much wine as you
want. Also, my favorite part of
making Sangriais that youcan make
the usual version with red wine or
you can experiment with white wine
(which is called Sangria Blanca).
If you did a search on Sangria
recipes, you would be overwhelmed
with responses. This is why I like
Sangria; there is no “one” recipe so
you get to make your own as you go.

For those of you that need a
quick easy recipe, let me give you
a couple here.

Sangria
1 pint each of raspberries,
strawberries, blueberries
1 bottle of Candlelight Winery’s
Merlot
3 tablespoons of Grand Marnier
2 tablespoons of sugar
1 can Sprite or 7-Up

Wash fruitand cut strawberries
into thin slices. Add all ingredients

Notes from the vineyard

except for the Sprite into a large
pitcher or punch bowl. Stir well and
refrigerate for a few hours (you can
also let it sit overnight). Just before
serving, add the Sprite and ice cubes.
Serves 3 — 6 people.

Sangria Blanca (White Sangria)
1 each peach, nectarine, strawberries
1 bottle of Candlelight Winery’s
Illumination (Niagara)
Y5 cup of fruit Brandy
1 cup of fruit juice
1 can of Sprite or 7-Up

Wash fruit and cut into thin
slices. Add all ingredients except
for the Sprite into a large pitcher or
punch bowl. Stir well and refrigerate
for a few hours (you can also let it
sit overnight). Just before serving,
add the Sprite and ice cubes. Serves
3 — 6 people.

If you don’t have time to run
out to the winery to pick up one of
our wines, here are some tips on
selecting another wine.

Use very fruity red or white
wine such as Reisling, Pinot Grigio,
Concord, Zinfandel.

Avoid tannic wines such as
Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon or
Syrah.

Make the fruit count. Fresh fruit
is preferred but you can easily use
frozen or canned.

Be sure to add a touch of fruity
liqueur to the mix.

Make sure the Sangria is ice-
cold when you serve it.

Relax and enjoy!

Amanda is the Co-Owner of
Candlelight Winery in Garrettsville.
For more information on other
wine topics, please visit www.
candlelightwinery.com
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